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Japan and Taiwan trip 

LǘΩǎ ŀ Ŧǳƴƴȅ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ олл ƪƛƭƻƳŜǘŜǊǎ ǇŜǊ ƘƻǳǊ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ 

ground. The blur of the utility poles going by outside was dizzying and 

was broken up only periodically by sudden plunges into the depths of 

the mountains. I sat in a daze silently taking in the whole experience. (I 

had just been in Japan for a day and half and was still adjusting to the 

many differences in culture and climate). It was cold and the silence in 

the rail car was deafening. άMan, its quiet! How can people ride side by 

side for hours a day on trains and buses and not say a word to each 

ƻǘƘŜǊΚ ²ƘŀǘΩs wrong? What can break this silence? What chance do 

they have to hear the Gospel if no one talks? How to get through this 

thick silent shell? That is the enormous question on ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΩs eternity hangs!έ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƻughts 

that ran through my head then and are still heavy on my heart now! I went on to have a very encouraging trip with Bro. 

Udonishi as we traveled by train over the length of the southern half of Japan.  

We met several of his friends from over the years and made 

plans and preparations for several small groups that will be 

beginning in the next few weeks and months. We worked to cast 

the vision for a multiplying discipleship ministry without walls 

and we were well received. As we stood in Landmark Tower (the 

tallest tower in Japan) one afternoon looking out over the vast 

expanse of the Tokyo metropolis; reality hit. As far as I could see 

in three directions were nothing but the homes and workplaces 

of 40+ million people whose lives revolve entirely around self. At 

least 99.6% of which have no eternal hope. Bro. Udonishi and I 

both took a seat as the magnitude 

of the work to be done in the 

Tokyo area was becoming clear. 

But he is here, with a heart for 

this great mass of people. He is 

reaching out to them with a multi-

pronged ministry approach that 

he has been preparing for the past 

few years. Please pray for Bro. 

Udonishi as the Lord continues to 

work in and through him to 

spiritually multiply himself in many of his fellow countrymen. Also pray for those who will 

receive Christ in these new small discipleship groups throughout the country that they 

will grow to become laborers in the fields of harvest in Japan.      


