
My Story: Howdy yall!!! If only you could have heard that with my Texas drawl. You can take me out of 

¢ŜȄŀǎΣ ōǳǘ ȅƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ǘŀƪŜ ¢ŜȄŀǎ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ƳŜΦ aŀȅōŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƴȅ ǊŜŀǎƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ Ƴȅ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ǿƛǘƘ 

learning the language here in the Philippines. We can talk ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻǊŜ ƭŀǘŜǊ ǘƘƻǳƎƘΦ  L ƎǳŜǎǎ ȅƻǳΩŘ 

like to know a little bit more about me first, and how I got to be on the mission field. 

I was born and raised in Houston, Texas almost 36 yrs ago. My parents were not Christians at the time of 

my birth, but thank God for His faithfulness and patience in seeing my family come to Christ soon 

afterwards. My parents started to attend a local BMA church, and we have been BMA ever since. 

Because I am BMA bred, the GMA program was a deeply ingrained part of life for me. Even in those 

ǘƛƳŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ L ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Řƻ Da!Ωǎ ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΣ Ƴȅ aƻƳ ƪŜǇǘ ǇǳǎƘƛƴƎ ƳŜ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ƛǘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ 

ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǾŜǊȅ ŜƴŘΦ {ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŎƻŀŎƘΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ǘƘŀǘ ǎƘŜ ǿŀǎ Ƴȅ Da! ŎƻǳƴǎŜƭƻǊ ŀƭǎƻΦ  Lǘ ǿŀǎ 

near the end of my GMA years that I felt God calling me to the ministry.  At the time, I loved to sing, but 

ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭŜŀŘ ǘƻΦ 9ȄŎŜǇǘ DƻŘ ƪƴŜǿΧΦΦŀƴŘ IŜ ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƳǳǎƛŎ 

scholarship that I received from JBC, I was going to meet a certain young man there that would change 

my life forever! 

From the first moment I laid eyes on Robert Murphy, I knew he was the one. There is an old saying that 

Ƴƻǎǘ ƎƛǊƭǎ Ǝƻ ǘƻ W./ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ άaw{Φέ 5ŜƎǊŜŜΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎƴΩt my intention. I was the first in our family 

to even go to college, so I truly was there to learn. And boy did I learn! I learned that God had a plan, 

which included Robert and our life together. It just so happened that he had surrendered to ministry as 

well at around the same age as me. After graduating JBC, Robert and I married and began to work with 

students over a span of 11 years. We were blessed to be a part of the ministries at 1) First, Providence, 

Livingston, 2) New Harmony, 3)First, Jacksonville, 4) First, Livingston.  

While we were serving at First Baptist Church in Livingston, with Bro. Lee Poe as pastor, God gave us two 

very special gifts, Jamin and Jesse Murphy. During our 4th year in Livingston, Robert was invited, along 

with several other youth ministers, by Bro. James Speer to attend a youth camp in the Philippines. When 

Robert asked me what I thought about it, it honestly scared me to death. hƴŜΣ L ƘŀŘƴΩǘ ōŜŜƴ ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ 

him for that long-ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀ мс Řŀȅ ǘǊƛǇΦ ¢ǿƻΣ L ƳŜŀƴΧǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΚ ²Ƙȅ ƴƻt go on a mission trip here in 

ǘƘŜ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭΩ ¦Φ{Φ ƻŦ !Φ!!!   !ǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƳƻƳŜƴǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƛŦ DƻŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά/ƻƴƴƛŜΣ ǘƘƛǎ ƛǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŜȄǘ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƻŦ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜΦέ 

L ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ƴƻ ǘƻ wƻōŜǊǘΣ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎƻΣ ōǳǘ L ƪƴŜǿ ǘƘŀǘ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ŀƴŘ ŀǘǘƛǘǳŘŜ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ 

ǊƛƎƘǘΦ L ƴŜǾŜǊ ŘƛŘ ǘŜƭƭ wƻōŜǊǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ǿƘŀǘ L ǿŀǎ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎΦ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ it to happen. You see, with each 

move from one church to another, God always spoke to me and gave me a peace about it. And this is 

ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŘƻƛƴƎ ŀƎŀƛƴΣ ōǳǘ Ƴȅ ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴƴŜǎǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƘŜŀǊ ƛǘΦ L ǿŀǎ ƘŀǇǇȅ ƛƴ [ƛǾƛƴƎǎǘƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜ 

boys loved being there, it was all they had ever known. I kept quiet, and tried to be excited for Robert as 

he prepared for his trip there.  

Guess who fell in love with the Philippines and her people? The first step out of the plane, God spoke to 

RoōŜǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎŀƛŘΣ ά²ŜƭŎƻƳŜ ƘƻƳŜΗέ IŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ Ŏŀƭƭ ƳŜ ŦƻǊ р Řŀȅǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ƭŜŦǘ ǘƘŜ Iƻǳǎǘƻƴ ŀƛǊǇƻǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ L 

ǘƘƛƴƪ ǎƻƳŜ ƻŦ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƘŜ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ Ƙƻǿ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ŦŜŜƭ ŀōƻǳǘ ǳǎ ƳƻǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜΦ LΩƳ ŀ Ŏƛǘȅ ƎƛǊƭΣ ŀƴŘ 

he knew I was happy where I was. When he called, and gave me the news that God told him that we 

ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƴŜȄǘΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ŀǎ ƛŦ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀǊǘ ǎǘƻǇǇŜŘΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ōŜ ǎǘǳōōƻǊƴΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ƴƻΦ ²ƛǘƘ ǘŜŀǊǎ 

flowing down my face, I told him what God had already told me. I can honestly say that my calling was 



not one for missions specifically, but was for me to follow my husband in ministry, wherever God called 

him, and to support him 100%. And ministry was leading us to the 7, 107 islands of the Philippines. 

When Robert got home from his trip, he told Bro. Lee, who God had already prepared for the news, and 

who was equally excited for us. We told our parents next. One set of our parents was excited; the other 

ǎŜǘ ǘƻƻƪ ŀǿƘƛƭŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ƭƻǎŜ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎǊŀƴŘƪƛŘǎΦ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ƪƴŜǿ ŦǊƻƳ ǿƘŜƴ ƘŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ 

young boy that he was going to be a missionary. Of course they never told him that, until he sat in front 

of ǘƘŜƳ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƪƛǘŎƘŜƴ ǘŀōƭŜ ŀǎ ǿŜ ǘƻƭŘ ǘƘŜƳ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ ǇƭŀƴǎΧΦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ Ǉƭŀƴǎ ŀǎ ƛǘ ǿŀǎΦ We look back at 

all of our experiences in youth ministry, and the people that we were affected by in each of the 

churches, and saw that we needed to go through all of it to help prepare us for the mission field.  

My first impression of the Philippines:  The Missions Office recommended that I visit the Philippines 

before we actually moved there. Having only been on a plane once in my entire life, I was more nervous 

about the 30 hours of being on a plane than actually being in the Philippines. When I stepped out of the 

Manila airport the humidity is the first thing I remembered. Along with that, the smell of dirty garbage, 

car fumes, honking of horns and the taxi ride from Hades. Manila taxi drivers are known to be the worst 

drivers. I sweat on that trip like I had never sweat before. Everything was different: smells, foods, 

transportation. It was quite overwhelming. L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƭŜǘ that scar me though.  I remember asking God to 

help me love this place, and to look beyond myself and my selfishness. Thankfully when we left, I knew 

that I would be ok, there was that peace that only God could give. This city girl could survive!  

Transition time: Leaving our families at the airport in Houston was one of the hardest things I think we 

have ever had to do. When it was time to say goodbye, I held my composure with all of my family until I 

came to my Dad. He was fine ǳƴǘƛƭ ǿŜ ƘǳƎƎŜŘΧΦǘƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ǘŜŀǊǎ ŦƭƻǿŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ŘƛŘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΦ 

¢ƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƎƻƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǾŀŎŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ 

would be back soon, even though we had told them we were moving.  

Jamin and Jesse ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ƳǳŎƘ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳǎ ŀǘ ŀƭƭ ǘǊŀƴǎƛǘƛƻƴƛƴƎΣ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ƛǘ took forever for us to make the 

boys stop using the tap water for drinking water. That is a no-no here! One can get amoebic dysentery 

from the water (which Jesse found out soon). To them, just to be with Mom and Dad made them happy, 

ƴƻ ƳŀǘǘŜǊ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛǾƛƴƎΦ LΩƳ ǎƻ ǘƘŀƴƪŦǳƭ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ȅƻǳƴƎ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ƭŜŦǘΦ Lǘ ƳƛƎƘǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

a different story if they were both teens when God moved us. They are troopers, and take every day as 

an adventure. TƘŜȅ ƭƻǾŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΗ aȅ ȅƻǳƴƎŜǎǘ ǘƻƭŘ ƳŜ ǘƻŘŀȅΣ άaƻƳΧΦL ŎŀƴΩǘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜ ōŜƛƴƎ 

ŀƴȅǿƘŜǊŜ ŜƭǎŜ ōǳǘ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΗέ  Of course Robert was having the time of his life. He was 

ǎƻŀƪƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ǿŀǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƘŜ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƛǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀrt working as soon as he 

could.  

For me, it took the first full year to get used to living here. There were many days of crying. Everything 

took longer to do here. Learning the language was hard. Trying to use English in some places and hitting 

a brick wall ǿƘŜƴ ǘƘŜȅ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǳƴŘŜǊǎǘŀƴŘ was frustrating. Paying bills or buying groceries took all day 

because of the traffic and the crowds. There is no mailing of checks, everything here is done on a cash 

(peso) basis, so getting money out of the ATM (with a daily minimum) was time consuming and a pain. 

¢ƘŜ ƘŜŀǘ ŀƴŘ ƘǳƳƛŘƛǘȅ ƘŜǊŜ ŀŦŦŜŎǘŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ǿŜǊŜ ŎƻƻƪŜŘΦ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ Ƴȅ ƘƻǳǎŜ ǘƻ ƭƻƻƪ 

American enough. Things would fall apart, and take forever to get fixed. I was a germ freak in a place 



where dirt was everywhere. Besides hand sanitizer, toilet paper was something you put in your purse 

ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ŦƛƴŘ ƛǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƻƻƳǎΦ ¢Ƙŀƴƪ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ōƻȅǎ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƎƛǊƭǎ ǿƘŜƴ 

it came to restrooms!    

I know, pity party alert!!! I was going through a huge transformation within myself through all of this. As 

most women are, we want everything to be just so, all in its place, everything in control, and I was living 

in a country that was out of control. I wanted the comforts of home, and inside (and maybe sometimes 

outside) L ǿŀǎ ƪƛŎƪƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǎŎǊŜŀƳƛƴƎ ƭƛƪŜ ŀ ǘǿƻ ȅŜŀǊ ƻƭŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ Ƴȅ ǿŀȅΦ It took me 

ŀǿƘƛƭŜ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ǘƘŀǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŎƻƴǘǊƻƭΦ DƻŘ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ǘƘŀǘ ŦƻǊ ƳŜΦ LǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŦƻǊ ŀ 

control freak like me to let God just take care of everything. As time went on, just like Mrs. Linda Moore 

told me, it would get better, and easier, and it has. Things are still out of control, but I have tried 

(sometimes unsuccessfully) to just let things happen the way they happen. There are moments that I 

actually love being here, even though holiday times are the hardest. It has helped to have other 

missionary gal pals to hang with from time to time, to help and encourage me through those rough 

spots.  

The Country: The country of the Philippines is made up of all islands, divided into three major areas: 

Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao. If looking at a map, this country is east of China, south of Japan, north of 

Malaysia. Our family lives in the middle of the Philippines (Visayas region) in a city called Lapu Lapu City, 

on a little island called Mactan. Mactan Island is a small island to the right of Cebu Island. We usually tell 

ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ /Ŝōǳ ƛƴǎǘŜŀŘ ƻŦ aŀŎǘŀƴΦ LǘΩǎ ƭƛƪŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŦǊƻƳ ¢ȅƭŜǊ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ƭƛǾŜ ƻǳǘ ƛƴ 

New Harmony. Lapu Lapu City has a population of about 205,000 people.  

The Language: The main language in the Visayas area is called Cebuano (se-bwah-noe). We were not 

told by the Missions Office that we had to learn the language, but this is just something that Robert felt 

like we needed to do. The first year here was spent in learning that language. For me, with my Texas 

twang, it was harder to speak it. We both took a full year of class, but Robert picked it up so much better 

than I did. He sounds like he was born here. Of course, his humility would kick in and he would say that 

ƘŜ ƘŀǎƴΩǘ ƎǊŀǎǇŜŘ ƛǘΣ ōǳǘ L ōŜƎ ǘƻ ŘƛŦŦŜǊΦ [ŜŀǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴƎǳŀƎŜ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜ ǘƻƻƭ ƛƴ 

ǊŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƪƴƻǿ ƳǳŎƘ 9ƴƎƭƛǎƘ ƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƘŀǾŜ ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ōȅ ŀƴŘ Ƨǳǎǘ spoken English, 

but we would have only affected a small minority of Filipinos.  

The Weather: 9ǾŜǊ ƘŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άLǘΩǎ ƘƻǘǘŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ōƭǳŜ ōƭŀȊŜǎέΚ LƳŀƎƛƴŜ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƘŜŀǘΣ ŀƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƭƻƴƎΦ 

There are two seasons here: rainy and dry, which split up half the year each. There are about 2-3 weeks 

in January that get down to about 75 F, which is soup weather for us J. But all the other days average in 

ǘƘŜ улΩǎ-флΩǎΣ ȅŜŀǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘΦ  We do get plenty of typhoons (hurricanes) that come towards the 

Philippines, but most travel north of us.  

L ŎŀƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ L Ƴƛǎǎ ǘƘŜ ǿƛƴǘŜǊǎ ƻŦ 9ŀǎǘ ¢ŜȄŀǎΣ ŜǾŜƴ ǘƘƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŎǊŀȊȅ ŀǘ ǘƛƳŜǎ όƘƻǘ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅκŎƻƭŘ 

the next), but I do enjoy not having to wear layers of clothes, or having to deal with defrosting car 

windshields and all the things ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƳŜ ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƭŘ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊΦ hƪΣ ǎƻ L ǘŀƪŜ ǘƘŀǘ ōŀŎƪΧΦL Řƻ Ƴƛǎǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀǘ 

home with our families, in front of a crackling fire, with the sound of football in the background, along 

ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ŀǊƻƳŀ ƻŦ ŀ ƎƻƻŘ ƻƭΩ Ǉƻǘ ƻŦ ¢ŜȄŀǎ Chili ready to be devoured. I need to stop reminiscing or I 



ƳƛƎƘǘ ƎŜǘ ƘƻƳŜǎƛŎƪΗ .ȅ ǘƘŜ ǿŀȅ ƛǘΩǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ǎƻǳǇκŎƘƛƭƛκŜǘŎ ƘŜǊŜ ǿƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ǎǿŜŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ŘŜŀǘƘ 

while you cook and eat iǘΦ L ŘƻƴΩǘ want you to pity me, bǳǘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ liked to sweat. Going to Camp Gary 

was a week of torture for me. However, with living here, I have had to learn to be cƻƴǘŜƴǘ Ψƛƴ ŀƭƭ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΩΣ 

even when burning calories while I cook.  

The Scenery: If you envision beautiful tropical plants, coconut and palm trees, and pristine beaches, that 

is what you will see if you come to see us. There are many mountains here, along with active volcanoes 

ŀǎ ǿŜƭƭΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛǎ ŀ ōŜŀǳǘƛŦǳƭ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ Iŀǿŀƛƛŀƴ ƛǎƭŀƴŘǎΣ ōǳǘ L ǿƻǳƭŘ Ǉut some of the 

areas here in 2nd place. If you were to visit, you would also see why the Philippines is known as a third 

world country. You would notice houses made of whatever they can find, beggars at the corners of the 

streets, little naked children, dirt and lack of sanitation, crazy driving and really bad traffic. It is a pretty 

close comparison to Mexico. When we first got here, the economic situation just made me want to cry. I 

ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ƎǊƻǿ ǳǇ ƛƴ ŀ ǊƛŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΣ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ŜǾŜǊȅǘƘƛƴƎ L ŜǾŜǊ ǿŀƴǘŜŘΣ ōǳǘ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǎǳŦŦŜǊ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ Lƴ ǘƘŜ ±ƛǎŀȅŀǎ 

region, where Cebu/Mactan belong, there is a 90% day-to-day uncertainty of where the next meal will 

come from.  

The People: ¢ƘŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀǊŜ ŀ ǎǿŜŜǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΧΦǳǎǳŀƭƭȅ ǎƳƛƭƛƴƎΣ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ŎǳǊƛƻǳǎΦ !ƴȅǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻ 

out to a store or especially if we hop a jeepney, or take any public transportation, we are the 

entertainment. And of course, Jamin and Jesse love to put on one great show for them, much to the 

chagrin of their Mom. When we first arrived, many of the women would want to touch them, and talk to 

them. Being in the states, we had always taught our boys to not talk to strangers, so it was weird to have 

to re-ǇǊƻƎǊŀƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƛƴŘǎ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ƻƪ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƘǳǊǘ ǘƘŜƳ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ 

little ladies would touch them, or pat them on the head. It took a while to get the boys use to this. It also 

took awhile for me, as their Mom, to get used to others always wanting to touch them. As they have 

ƎƻǘǘŜƴ ƻƭŘŜǊΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ΨǘƻǳŎƘŜŘΩ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘΣ ōǳǘ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜƳ ǎŀȅƛƴƎΣ άIŜƭƭƻ ōŀōȅΣ 

ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ȅƻǳǊ ƴŀƳŜΚέ WŜǎǎŜ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻƻƪ ŀǘ ƳŜ ŀƴŘ ǎŀȅΣ άtƭŜŀǎŜ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ L ŀƳ ƴƻǘ ŀ ōŀōȅΗΗΗέ  

The Food: If you like Chinese style food, and lots of rice, then you would like Filipino food. Filipinos eat 

rice as their staple, and then if they have any extra money, they would add vegetables or meat to the 

meal. Rice for breakfast, rice for lunch and rice for dinner. We have a good friend that helps us out here, 

her name is Ruthie. Once she came over to eat her first Tex-Mex meal (from scratch) at our house. She 

really enjoyed the meal, but asked if it was ok if she went to the store to purchase some rice. We 

ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŜǘǘȅ ŎƻƳƛŎŀƭΣ ōǳǘ ōŜƛƴƎ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴΣ ǿŜ Ŏŀƴ ƭƛǾŜ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ǊƛŎŜΣ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘΦ ²ŜΣ 

ƻǳǊǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ƘŀǾŜ ƎǊƻǿƴ ǘƻ ƭƻǾŜ ǊƛŎŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ Ŝŀǘ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳŜŀƭΦ Fresh seafoods are readily 

available here also. Chicken and pork are big sellers in the market (open air meat markets). Everything 

ƻƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀƴƛƳŀƭǎ ƛǎ ŜŀǘŜƴΣ ŜǾŜƴ Řƻǿƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ŦŜŜǘΣ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǘŀǎǘŜ ƭƛƪŜΧΦŦŜŜǘΦ J By the way, I 

personally shop in a grocery store that is much like the ones in the states. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ Ŝŀǘ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǳǎŜΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǎŜŜ ƳƻǊŜ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǎǘȅƭŜ ƳŜŀƭǎΧΧǇƛȊȊŀΣ ǎǇŀƎƘŜǘǘƛΣ ǘŀŎƻǎΣ 

chicken fried steak, chicken and dumplings, etc. Every once in awhile, I will fix a meal with a Filipino 

ŦƭŀǊŜΣ ōǳǘ L ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊŜŘ Ƴŀƴy recipes that are native. I would rather go to a restaurant here and 

ōǳȅ ŀ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻ ƳŜŀƭ ǘƘŀƴ ǘƻ ǘǊȅ ƛǘ ƻƴ Ƴȅ ƻǿƴΦ hƘ ȅŜŀƘΣ ǿŜ Řƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎΣ {ǘŀǊōǳŎƪǎΣ YC/Σ tƛȊȊŀ 

Iǳǘ ŀƴŘ ŀ {ōŀǊǊƻΧΦǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘ ǿƘŜƴ ƛǘ ŎƻƳŜǎ ǘƻ !ƳŜǊƛŎŀƴ ǇƭŀŎŜǎΦ ¢ƘŜ ŦƻƻŘ ƛƴ ǘƘƻse places are very 



ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ƴƻǘ ŜȄŀŎǘΦ hǳǊ aŎ5ƻƴŀƭŘΩǎ ǎŜǊǾŜǎ ŦǊƛŜŘ ŎƘƛŎƪŜƴ ŀƴŘ ǎǇŀƎƘŜǘǘƛΣ ŀƭƻƴƎ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ 

traditional cheeseburger, fish sandwich, Big Mac. And the best part is that they deliver!!! They have 

delivered so much to our house that at times, they call us and ask if we would like for them to come. 

LǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŀǘ ŀ ƘƻƻǘΚ  

L ƘŀǾŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ Ŏƻƻƪ ŦǊƻƳ ǎŎǊŀǘŎƘΣ ƻǊ ƭŜŀǊƴ Ƙƻǿ ǘƻ ǎǳōǎǘƛǘǳǘŜ ƛǘŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ 

We are fortunate to live near a really nice import store, so we can get a few items from the states (like 

ŎŀƪŜ ƳƛȄŜǎΣ ǎǇŀƎƘŜǘǘƛƻǎκǊŀǾƛƻƭƛΩǎΣ ōŀƪƛƴƎ ƎƻƻŘǎύΣ ƘƻǿŜǾŜǊ ǿŜ Ǉŀȅ ŀƭƳƻǎǘ ŘƻǳōƭŜ ŀƴŘ sometimes triple 

the cost of what we would spend at Wal-Mart. When teams come this way to visit, that is when I stock 

up on goodiŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊŜΦ LŦ L ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎƘƻǇ ŦƻǊ ŎƭƻǘƘŜǎΣ L Ǝƻ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƭƻǘƘƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊŜΦ LŦ L ǿŀƴǘ 

medicine, I go to a pharmacy. If I want groceries, I go to a grocery store. They are all separate stores. I 

miss Wal-Mart!!! J.  

Housing and our safety: We are very blessed to have found a nice rent house inside a guarded 

subdivision (around 80 homes) here in Mactan. Most of our neighbors are Filipino businessmen with 

families, or foreigners married to Filipinas/with families. We have two guards at the front of the 

subdivision that keep our ōƻȅǎ ƛƴΣ ŀƴŘ ƪŜŜǇ ƻǳǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ǘƘŀǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ōŜƭƻƴƎ because of the clientele of 

people who live here.  

Lƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǊŜǎƛŘŜΣ ƛǘ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ ǎŀŦŜΦ aȅ ƎǊŀƴŘƳƻǘƘŜǊ ŀǎƪŜŘ ƳŜ ƻƴŜ ŘŀȅΣ άLŦ ƛǘΩǎ 

so safe, than why do ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŜŜŘ ŦƻǊ ǘǿƻ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ŀǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƎŀǘŜΚέ L ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ŀƴǎǿŜǊ ŦƻǊ 

ƘŜǊ ŜȄŎŜǇǘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŀŎǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŀǘ ƻǳǊ ƎŀǘŜΦ ¸ƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ŦƛƴŘ ƎǳŀǊŘǎ ƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅǿƘŜǊŜΧΦŀǘ 

the door of every establishment. L ŘƻƴΩǘ ŜǾŜǊ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƛƴ Řŀƴger here. There are Muslim groups 

here in Cebu, but they are not part of the radical extremist groups that you hear about in the 

Philippines. Those are groups found more in the south, in Mindanao. Now of course, I still have to watch 

out for pick pockets aƴŘ ǇǳǊǎŜ ǎƴŀǘŎƘŜǊǎΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅ ǇƭŀŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ {ƻ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿƻǊǊȅ ŀōƻǳǘ 

us. And if you ever hear about any bombings in the Philippines, it is usually in Manila (the capital and far 

from us) or in Mindanao. 

In our neighborhood, Jamin and Jesse are the only American boys. Their friends that they love to hang 

ƻǳǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀǊŜ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻΣ WŀǇŀƴŜǎŜ ŀƴŘ YƻǊŜŀƴΧΦǉǳƛǘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ƎǊƻǳǇΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ Ǉƭŀȅ ƻǳǘǎƛŘŜ 

with these kids, along with riding bikes, skateboards, swimming and playing at the park here in the 

subdivision. Our home is like most Filipino homes, made of all concrete, no carpet (all tile), no hot water 

(except for our showers), and no air conditioning (except our bedrooms). With our windows open 

downstairs, to let in the breeze, we do haǾŜ ǘƻ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƎŜǘǘƛƴƎ ŘƛǊǘƛŜǊΧΦǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŜŀƴǎ Ŏƻƴǎǘŀƴǘ 

sweeping, dusting, mopping, etc. Screens are a necessity on our windows because the mosquitoes love 

to attack both Jesse and I.  

From time to time, and we really never know when, our electric company cuts off the electricity to save 

ƳƻƴŜȅΦ ¢ƘŜǎŜ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ΨōǊƻǿƴ ƻǳǘǎΩΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƪŜ ōƭŀŎƪ ƻǳǘǎΣ ōǳǘ L ƎǳŜǎǎ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎΣ 

ƛǘΩǎ ōǊƻǿƴΦ Lǘ ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ р ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎ όǿƘƛŎƘ ƳŀƪŜǎ ƴƻ ǎŜƴǎŜ ǘƻ ƳŜύΣ ƻǊ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŜǾŜƴ Ƙad them as long as 12 

hours. Those are times when we head to the mall and hang out all day. Did your ears perk up when I 

mentioned the mall? We do have two very nice sized malls. Unless you shop at an American store 



(Guess, HushpuppiŜǎΣ [ŜǾƛΩǎύΣ Ƴƻǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǎƘƻǇǇƛƴƎ ƛǎ ŦŀƛǊƭȅ Ŏheap. We have a bowling alley, movie 

theaters, and places for the kids to hang out and play video games as long as they want. I guess you 

ŀǊŜƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎ ǘƻo bad for us now, huh? When you thought of me in the Philippines, did you envision 

grass huts, no running water, and me cooking over a hot fire? Haha. There may be a day that God calls 

me to do that, but so far, he has blessed me with these necessities! I am so thankful!!! Speaking of other 

necessities that we are thankful for:  the internet. The internet ƛǎ ŀ ƘǳƎŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ƘŜǊŜΦ 9ǾŜƴ ƛŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ 

have the money for a computer, there is an internet café every so many kilometers (everything is metric 

here). You would pay anywhere from p30-Ǉрл ŀƴ ƘƻǳǊ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘ όǘƘŀǘΩǎ ϷΦтр-1.20). When we 

first arrived almost 6 years ago, all that was available was dial-up, which is soooo slow compared to our 

dsl broadband right now.  

Travel/Transportation: Most people rely on public transportation here: jeepneys, tricicabs, mini-buses, 

bicycles, motorcycles, etc. The fare to ride public transportation is so much cheaper than owning your 

own vehicle. The average working class Filipino makes about p200 a day, a little less than $5. If you are 

privileged enough to own your own vehicle, the gas still runs $4.50-$5.00 a gallon. To travel from island 

to island, one would do so by either bus, boat (ferry for small distances), or plane. It really depends on 

ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ Ǝƻ ŀǎ ǘƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƳƻŘŜ ƻŦ ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜΦ ¢ƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ǘǊŀǾŜƭ ŀǎ ƳǳŎƘ ǿƛǘƘ 

Robert because of school, however we have all been on every mode of transportation that you can 

imagine here. A few times we have been on an overnight ferry boat, which are quite interesting. The 

bathrooms are pretty much danger zone areas so one has to refrain from using if at all possible. The 

beds are set up like bunk beds with plastic covered foam to sleep on, and that is if you can sleep while 

rocking back and forth, back and forth. Did I make you start to get seasick? Because I do every time I ride 

those boats. Whenever we have teams come, we usually make the boat experience a part of their 

itinerary while they are here. 

hǳǊ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŘƻŜǎ ƘŀǾŜ ƻǳǊ ƻǿƴ ǾŜƘƛŎƭŜΦ hǳǊ Ǿŀƴ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƭƛƪŜ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƛƳŀƎƛƴŜΧΦƛǘΩǎ ƪƛƴŘŀ 

boxed shape, ƳŀǊƻƻƴ ŀƴŘ ƎǊŀȅ όDƛƎ Ψ9Ƴ !ƎƎƛŜǎύ and holds about 8 Americans. However we have had, on 

one wet baptismal occasion, Robert, 38 Filipinos, plus a wet dog in our van. We were trying to make one 

less trip home from the beach, so we crammed 31 in the van, and 8 on top. I kick myself every time I tell 

this άǘǊǳŜέ ǎǘƻǊȅ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǾƛŘŜƻ ƻǊ ǇƘƻǘƻ ǇǊƻƻŦ ƻŦ ƛǘΦ wƻōŜǊǘ Ŏŀƴ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǊŜƳŜƳōŜǊ ǘƘŜ ǎƳŜƭƭ ƻŦ 

that day.  I have been blessed to have a vehicle of my own as well. I never thought I would want to drive 

here, seeing that it is crazy on the road. You are literally putting yourself in danger when you drive here. 

No one looks out for you. They cut into you, and you are supposed to be watching for them. There are 

lines on the road, but no one stays within those lines (in Cebu).  If you, as an American (or any foreigner) 

ƎŜǘ ƛƴ ŀ ǿǊŜŎƪΣ ȅƻǳ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ ǇŀȅƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ![[ ŘŀƳŀƎŜǎΦ LǘΩǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǿǊƛǘǘŜƴ ǊǳƭŜΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀƴ 

expected one. So it took me 5 years before I wanted to brave the streets. Now I feel like a free woman! 

No longer reliant on taxis (which always made Jesse and I car sick), and we could come and go as we 

chose. Robert is gone quite often because of his trips to different islands. Before we got a vehicle for 

ƳŜΣ ǘƘŜ ōƻȅǎ ŀƴŘ L ŦŜƭǘ ǘǊŀǇǇŜŘ ŀǘ ƘƻƳŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴƭȅ Ǝƻǘ ƻǳǘ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ stand the cabin fever, 

and decided we would brave the taxi ride. But not anymore, thank goodness! 

Schooling: L ƘŀŘ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ tƘƛƭƛǇǇƛƴŜǎ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ Ŧǳƭƭ ȅŜŀǊ ƻŦ !ōŜƪŀ ŎǳǊǊƛŎǳƭǳƳ ŦƻǊ WŀƳƛƴΩǎ YƛƴŘŜǊƎŀǊǘŜƴ 

year, but had planned on looking for private schools to place him in the next year. Public schools here 



are only for Filipinos. We came across a few private schools that we liked, but then because of the 

traffic, we would spend 4-5 hours on the road, dailyΦ ²Ŝ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŦŜŜƭ ƭƛƪŜ ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ǘƛƳŜ ǘƻ ǎǇŜƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ 

amount of time in travel, so we have been doing Abeka ever since. I am not a teacher; I mean my 

spiritual gift is truly not teaching. Thank goodness Abeka gives you everything you need to do that. I 

never intended on homeschooling the kids, but at this point, even though we are currently nearing our 

ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ȅŜŀǊ ŀƴŘ ǎƻ ǊŜŀŘȅ ǘƻ ōŜ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ ǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǘǊŀŘŜ ƛǘ ŦƻǊ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΦ L ƎŜǘ ŀ ŎƘŀƴŎŜ 

to teach our boys, from a Christian perspective, everything they need to know. It also allows a lot of 

Mom anŘ ǎƻƴ ōƻƴŘƛƴƎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿƘƛŎƘ L ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǘǊŀŘŜ ŜƛǘƘŜǊΦ hǾŜǊŀƭƭΣ ƛǘ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƎƻƻŘ 

experience. I ask God for patience all the time, and he provides many opportunities for me to be patient. 

LΩƳ ǎǘƛƭƭ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŀǘ ǇŀǊǘΦ  

Daily life: During the school year, we are consumed in studies until 2-3pm. After that, the boys go 

running off to play with their friends, or stick around the house. They go through different stages of 

their favorite thing to do: computer games, PS2 or Nintendo DS. While they are doing this, I tend to veg 

ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǊƻƻƳ ǳƴǘƛƭ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǎǳǇǇŜǊΦ aƻƳ ƴŜŜŘǎ ǎƻƳŜ ŀƭƻƴŜ ǘƛƳŜΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ L ƎŜt caught up on 

emails, work on our website www.cebuanomissions.org or the boys blog: 

www.lifeaccordingtojaminandjesse.blogspot.com and if anyone is online, I spend it chatting with friends.  

Robert and I try to have a date at least once a week. Our friend, Ruthie, watches the boys while we do 

ǘƘƛǎΦ Lǘ ƴƻǊƳŀƭƭȅ ŜƴŘǎ ǳǇ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀƴ ΨŜǊǊŀƴŘΩ ŘŀȅΣ ōǳǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀōƭŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀǿŀȅΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ǘƘŜ ǘǿƻ ƻŦ 

us. And then sometimes we just all go out as a family. If there is ever a good family movie released, we 

will go and watch it together. We can go to the movies for Ϸмр ǘƻǘŀƭΧΦΦŀŘŘ ǇƻǇŎƻǊƴ ŀƴŘ ŘǊƛƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ƛǎ 

probably closer to ŀ Ϸнл ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ŎƘŜŀǇΣ ōǳǘ ŎƘŜŀǇŜǊ ǘƘŀƴ ǿƘŀǘ ǿŜ Ǉŀȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǘŜǎΦ ²Ŝ 

also take the boys to a beach resort every so often. We used to do it all the time, because the beach and 

the resort are just 10 minutes down the road. But after living here for almost 6 years, it loses its appeal.  

Other activities that we like to do: baseball (they have a small league here), rock climbing, bowling and 

snorkelingΦ L ǿƻǳƭŘ ƭƻǾŜ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ƳƻǊŜ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ ǘȅǇŜ ƻŦ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ƘŜǊŜΣ ōǳǘ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩt have any of that. For 

example: libraries, museums, zoos, etc. If we lived in Manila, we would at least get to visit a zoo or 

museum. However, we try to make up for that when we go home on furloughs. 

From time to time we have teams come through. Some teams may just be 1 person; some may be up to 

12 or more. We have a team from Fulton, Mississippi coming this May 27th-June 4th. We will be taking 

them to a Mission church in Leyte (one island to the northeast of Cebu), and then they will also do 2 

ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴǎΩ ƻǳǘǊŜŀŎƘŜǎ ƘŜǊŜ ƛƴ /ŜōǳΣ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ƛƴ .ƻƘƻƭ (island southeast of Cebu). We try to keep teams 

pretty busy when they come through. Robert has several different Bible studies throughout the week 

that keep him busy also, along with other responsibilities that he has (that I will discuss in the ministry 

section). 

The Religion: The main religion is Catholicism (86%). Talking about anything religious or even 

mentioning the name of Jesus is not taboo here, like in other Asian countries around. It has been easier 

ǘƻ ƻǇŜƴƭȅ ǘŀƭƪ ǘƻ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ǿƛǘƘ DƻŘΦ {ŀŘ ǘƻ ǎŀȅΣ Ƴƻǎǘ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿ 

what they believe in. The priests have told them that if they read the Bible, it will make them go crazy. 

http://www.cebuanomissions.org/
http://www.lifeaccordingtojaminandjesse.blogspot.com/


Many are getting tired of the Catholic ways of life, and are open to having Bible studies in their homes, 

which has helped tremendously in ƻǳǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ŀǊŜ ƘǳƴƎǊȅ ŦƻǊ Ψ¢ƘŜ ²ƻǊŘΩΗΗΗ   

Ministry: We take part in two diverse kinds of ministry. We came here to mainly do church planting, so 

that is the reason we learned the language. Because of the openness of wanting us to come in their 

ƘƻƳŜǎΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ Ƴŀƴȅ ōƛōƭŜ ǎǘǳŘȅ ƎǊƻǳǇǎ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀȅΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ά{ƛƳōŀƭŀȅέ which means 

ΨƘƻǳǎŜ ƻŦ ǇǊŀƛǎŜΩ. After several weeks of meeting with the first group, several people outside this group 

expressed interests in studyƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ .ƛōƭŜ ŀƭǎƻΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ŦƻǊ ŀǿƘƛƭŜΣ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ wƻōŜǊǘ ŎƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ƪŜŜǇ ǳǇ 

with all the different Bible studies that he was teaching. Then we started praying for God to supply men 

who would feel led to help lead these Bible studies, and as you guessed it, God supplied.  We started 

with one small group almost 5 years ago, and have now grown to 30+. God has been faithful in supplying 

enough leadership for these groups. The people are solely learning the Bible. We start off with lessons 

on evangelism, and then move on to discipleship as we see each group mature. We have seen many 

come to know Jesus for the first time, even though they have heard of Him their entire lives. We have 

seen drunks, prostitutes, drug dealers, etc., come to know Christ, and turn from what they were doing. 

Because of God moving in this ministry, we have seen broken families come together, and men become 

the real fathers/leaders of the family that ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ LǘΩǎ ǘǊǳƭȅ ōŜŜƴ ŀ ǊŜƳŀǊƪŀōƭŜ ǘƘƛƴƎ ǘƻ 

watch, quite overwhelming at times, too. 

Along with these Simbalay groups, Robert is also encouraging/equipping established BMA churches in 

the Visayas/Mindanao area that were started before we came. These are churches that were started 

under Bro. Don Newsom, Bro. Melvin Meade and Bro. Doyle aƻƻǊŜΩǎ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊƛŜǎΦ ²Ŝ ǿŜǊŜ ǊŜǉǳŜǎǘŜŘ ǘƻ 

begin to oversee these works as the Cebuano church planter coordinator. The churches in these areas 

are similar to churches in the states, if you compare programs. Most of these churches have Sunday 

school, worship time, and preaching. There may be one church that has four concrete walls and a metal 

roof, where another church might just be a thatched roof church with cracked bamboo woven walls. 

Filipinos love to sing, so several congregations participate in choirs, and special singing as well. We have 

seen the same two styles of music (traditional/sacred music and contemporary/praise music) in these 

churches. They also love to get together once a year and have a time of thanksgiving (not our 

Thanksgiving holiday though), more like an anniversary service. If you visit our website, you may see 

many pictures of Robert at a church like those described above where he has been invited to speak or 

preach at their anniversary services. Because of expense for the family to travel, the boys and I only visit 

nearby BMA churches. We have yet to visit any of the pastors and work in the Mindanao area (see map 

of Philippines).  

Not only does Robert travel around from island to island here in the Philippines, but he also has been 

travelling to China, Taiwan and Japan. Because we are closer geographically to these countries than the 

Missions Office, he gets the privilege to encourage these men to keep on running the race, and to keep 

going with their work ƛƴ ǘƘƻǎŜ ŀǊŜŀǎΦ ¸ŜǎΣ ƘŜ ƛǎ ƎƻƴŜ ŀ ƭƻǘΣ ōǳǘ LΩƳ ǎƻ ƎƭŀŘ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŜ ƎŜǘǎ ǘƻ Řƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƘŜ 

really loves to do: teach/equip/encourage. 

Families back home: Our families back home are very supportive. Thank goodness for internet (again). I 

have heard many stories from veteran missionaries that had to walk miles to go to a phone, only to talk 



ǘƻ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦƻǊ ŀ ŦŜǿ ƳƛƴǳǘŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛǎ ǿŀǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ƳƻƴǘƘ ƻǊ ǎƻΦ L ŎŀƴΩt imagine the loneliness they 

must have gone through at times. I am so thankful for the technology to be able to talk to family. There 

are even ways to talk to family for free. We try to make it back to the states every 2 years for furlough, 

which puts our ƴŜȄǘ ŦǳǊƭƻǳƎƘ ǘƘŜ Ŧŀƭƭ ƻŦ нллфΦ hǳǊ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎκŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƭƛƪŜ ƛǘ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ƭƻƴƎ ƛƴ 

ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƛƳŜǎΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŘŜŀƭ ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜ ōŜǎǘ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΦ ¢ƘŜ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ƘŜƭǇǎ ōǊƛŘƎŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƎŀǇΦ wƻōŜǊǘΩǎ 

parents have gotten to come to the Philippines. It really helped tƘŜƳ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ΨƘŜŀǊƛƴƎΩ 

ŀōƻǳǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ƪƴƻǿ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀƴȅ Řƻǳōǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŜ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǿŜǊŜ ΨǎŀŦŜΩ ƘŜǊŜΦ ²Ŝ ŎƻǳƭŘ ǘŜƭƭ ǘƘŜƳ ŀƭƭ Řŀȅ ƭƻƴƎΣ 

ōǳǘ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜŘ ƛǘ ǘƘŜƳǎŜƭǾŜǎΣ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƻǳƭŘƴΩǘ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƪƴƻǿΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ƘŀŘ ŀ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ƴƛŎŜ 

time, and it opened their eyes to the world beyond Lufkin, Texas.  

I hope that I have shared enough insight into my world. At times I try to compare myself to other 

missionary wives, but that is not fair. I have to realize, I am not Darlene Carey, or Linda Moore. I am just 

Connie Murphy. I am a mother teaching her children. I am a wife supportive of her husband, and a help 

mate for him.  I am not anything special or someone to be put on a pedestal; however I do know that I 

am a child of God. I am just like youΦ Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ take a special person to be called. It just takes a willing 

person. Who knows where/what God may be calling you to do/go? Lǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ōŜ overseas; it 

ŎƻǳƭŘ ōŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ Ƨǳǎǘ Řƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻŀŘΣ ƻǊ ǎƻƳŜƻƴŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊΦ ²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ŀƭƭ Řƻ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƛƭƭΣ ǿŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ƘŀǾŜ to 

ōŜ ǿƛƭƭƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ŎŀƭƭΦ DƻŘ ōƭŜǎǎ ŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ȅƻǳ ƭŀŘƛŜǎ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 

your lives.  

If you have any more questions, or curious about other cultural things about the Philippines, please 

ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘŜ ǘƻ ǿǊƛǘŜΥ 

Email: connie@cebuanomissions.org 

Address:  

Connie Murphy 

P.O. Box 60 

Lapu Lapu City, Mactan 

6015, Cebu, Philippines 
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